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On Tuesday May 3, 2022,  the launch event of the 2nd Annual report of the SDSN’s Senior 

Working Group on European Green Deal, entitled "Financing the Joint Implementation of 

Agenda 2030 and the European Green Deal", took place. More than 500 people watched 

the event, which was broadcast live on YouTube.  

 

This public debate moderated by the head of the writing team, Professor Phoebe Koundouri, with 

the participation of, among others, the main authors of the report, Greek government ministers and 

MEPs. 

 

During the event, the key co-authors presented the results of the report, highlighting policy 

advancements and sustainable finance. In addition, a panel of invited speakers consisting 

of top-academics and politicians had to opportunity to participate to an open discussion 

moderated by Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, and elaborate on the key messages of the report. 

 
 

 
 

Learn more about the work of the SDSN Senior Working Group on European Green 

Deal and read the report here 
 

https://sdsn.eu/european-green-deal-senior-working-group/
https://sdsn.eu/european-green-deal-senior-working-group/
https://resources.unsdsn.org/financing-the-joint-implementation-of-agenda-2030-and-the-european-green-deal
https://resources.unsdsn.org/financing-the-joint-implementation-of-agenda-2030-and-the-european-green-deal
https://youtu.be/WK0_wu3tehk
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://resources.unsdsn.org/financing-the-joint-implementation-of-agenda-2030-and-the-european-green-deal


 

 

At the beginning of the online event, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri announced the launch of SDSN Global 

Climate Hub (GCH), which will be co-chaired by Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, Prof. 

Yannis Ioannidis, Prof. Christos Zerefos and Prof. Andreas Papandreou. 
 

Recognizing the global climate crisis and the need for governments worldwide to take immediate 

decisive action to reduce the impact of climate change, the SDSN Global Climate HUB will provide 

science-based advice for combating the aggravating climate crisis and prevent further deterioration. 

It will use all extensive data, knowledge and technologies provided by experts in various fields to 

implement country-specific action plans to be adopted and reinforced by society. 
 

More about this global initiative will be announced at the official launch event that will take place on 

July in Athens! 
 

 

This was followed by a short greeting from the other chairs of 

the Hub: 

Prof. Christos Zerefos, Academy of Athens, commented that 

the Global Climate HUB is something highly interdisciplinary 

and will be an independent, reliable, accessible tool to all those 

interested in collaborating with the ancient and modern 

concept of scientific cooperation. 

 
 
 

 
Prof. Yannis Ioannidis ATHENA Research Center , talked about the 

importance of bringing digital technology assets to the Hub, not 

only in terms of how digital technology can help deal with the 

climate crisis, but also looking in to how the digital technologies 

affect the climate. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Prof. Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, President UN SDSN, Director of the 

Center for Sustainable Development, Columbia University, and 

co-lead EGD SWG, announced that the Hub will based in Athens, 

justifying that Athens, due to its Ancient culture and History, is 

the perfect place to host the implementation of the three 

Agendas; for the energy transformation, resilience and justice. 

https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://www.jeffsachs.org/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://www.madgik.di.uoa.gr/el/people/faculty/yioannidis
http://www.christoszerefos.com/
http://pesd.econ.uoa.gr/dr-andreas-a-papandreou
http://www.christoszerefos.com/
https://www.madgik.di.uoa.gr/el/people/faculty/yioannidis
https://www.jeffsachs.org/


 

 

Following, two Ministers of the Greek Government Mr. Christos Dimas, Minister of Research and 

Innovation, and Mr. Christos Stylianidis, Minister for Climate Crisis and Civil Protection gave their 

remarks on the importance of the European Green Deal (EGD) and the 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG), on the country's development pathway and addressing the challenges of climate 

change, respectively. 

 
 
 

Next, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri presented the key messages and conclusions from each chapter of 

the report: 

 
 

The European Green Deal Policy Framework; Cross-mapping of EGD Policies to the 17 SDGs both with 

Human textual mining approach and Machine Learning; Cross-mapping of EGD Policies to the 6 

Transformations operationalizing the SDGs; The role of National Recovery and Resilience Plans on the 

facilitation of the implementation of the SDGs; Recovery Spending and the employment effects of the 

Green and Digital Transition; Integrating Natural Capital in the Sustainable Finance Framework; 

Impact of Climate Policy on Financial Performance; “Progressonomy”-A simple dynamic policy 

approach to address ecological transition; Sustainability of Assets under management – Financing 

the Green Recovery; 
 

The main conclusions and proposals of the Report are: 
 

 Maintain leadership in Climate Change. The EU is and should continue to lead the world in 

mandating and regulating change. 

 Leverage the EGD fully to maximize the impact on the SDGs. The European Green Deal 

policies are related to the SDGs, including Goals 16 and 17 and therefore offer the 

opportunity to more formally enhance the EU’s contribution to the SDGs. 

 Reform the legal systems to require non-financial reporting on externalities. 

 Create competitive advantage for the EU through multi-stakeholder innovative solutions. 

 Develop resilience plans for EU member states and EU wide measure. 

 Maximize the value of stimulus to climate and SDG impact requirements and metrics. 

https://www.mindev.gov.gr/christos-dimas-yfypourgos/
https://www.civilprotection.gr/en/ministeren
https://phoebekoundouri.org/


 

  
 
 
 

Following, Mrs. Teresa Ribera, Deputy Prime Minister for the Ecological Transition in Spain and Mr. 

Christos Staikouras, Minister of Finance, Hellenic Republic, gave their keynote remarks on the 

systemic policies priorities for the transition to Sustainability and on the Financing aspects of the 

Sustainability Transition, respectively. 

 
 
 

 

Then, five of the co-authors, elaborated on specific parts of the Report, as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Carlo Papa, Enel Foundation, Managing Director, 

analyzed the socioeconomic effects of invest in 

financing Renewables in Europe, in the light of current 

geopolitical crisis. 

https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/ministerio/funciones-estructura/organigrama/Ministra-MITECO.aspx
https://www.hellenicparliament.gr/en/Vouleftes/Viografika-Stoicheia/?MPId=90fe5363-5352-45b5-8e6a-3b1edde88073
https://www.enelfoundation.org/about-us/team/carlo-papa


 

 

 

Prof. Marzio Galeotti, FEEM, Director of Scientific Research, 

talked about climate policies and explained their impact on 

the Financial Performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Ketan Patel, Chair of Force for Good, and CEO Greater 

Pacific Capital analyzed the global flow of capital and 

provided an overview on how much of it, is being directed 

to finance the SDGs. Further, he talked about the 

differences in the approach between the US and the EU on 

this regards and pointed out some key initiatives that the 

EU could pursue in order to gain competitive advantage in 

creating sustainable forms of capital. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. Theodoros Zachariadis, The Cyprus Institute, Manager 

SDSN Europe, outlined the strengths and weaknesses of the 

European National Recovery and Resilience Plans and provided 

recommendations for policymakers on how to make public 

budgets more sustainable-relevant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prof. Stefan Brunnhuber, member of the Club of Rome, 

presented a novel approach of financial engineering to 

finance the European Green Deal and the 17 SDGs, based 

on a parallel digital currency system. 

https://www.feem.it/en/people/galeotti-marzio/
https://www.greaterpacificcapital.com/team-inside/1-ketan-patel
https://www.cyi.ac.cy/index.php/eewrc/about-the-center/eewrc-our-people/author/1103-theodoros-zachariadis.html
https://www.clubofrome.org/member/brunnhuber-stefan/


 

 
 
 

 

At the end of the event, in the Policy and Business Group Discussion, the panel participants gave 

their main remarks as follows: 

 

 
Maria Spyraki, Member of the European Parliament, 

Greece gave a presentation focused on the roadmap 

under green deal, the next generation EU and the social 

climate fund. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Udo Bullmann, Member of the European Parliament, 

Germany gave remarks on report regarding the Global 

South and their pathway towards sustainable development 

and reaching the SDGs. 

 
 
 
 

Petros Kokkalis, Member of the European Parliament, 

Greece, talked about the ongoing work of the European 

Parliament on Sustainability, in which he participates, like 

for example the Social Climate Fund and the MEPs for SDGs 

Alliance, and pointed out the work done for the Report 

under discussion will be extremely useful for them. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125064/MARIA_SPYRAKI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4267/UDO_BULLMANN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197743/PETROS_KOKKALIS/home


 

 
Kristy Bartolo, Advisor to the Minister, Ministry for 

Environment, Energy and Enterprise, Malta talked about 

the situation in Malta in terms of sustainable development 

and the SDGs being implemented and the way in which the 

energy sector is moving towards climate neutrality and 

ensuring that the goals in this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Markus H.-P. Müller, Managing Director, Global Head of Chief 

Investment Office Private Bank at Deutsche Bank, underlined 

that the financial markets can be the conduit between the 

various parts of the transformation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Massamba Thioye, Project Executive UNFCCC Global 

Innovation Hub at UN Climate Change, explained how 

important the innovation and technological advancements 

are to support climate change mitigation and adaptation 

pathways and to address the challenges associated with the 

transition to Sustainability. 

 
 
 
 
 

Roland Schatz, Founder and CEO of United Nations Global 

Sustainability Index Institute UNGSII Foundation gave an 

insight into the opportunities to   support   the United 

Nations SDGs and Cities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Click here to watch full video 

 
The Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) and SDSN Europe organized this Digital Dialogue, which hosted by the Regional Growth 
Conference and supported by the European Association of Environmental and Resource Economists (EAERE), the  Athens University of Economics and Business 
and the Alliance of Excellence for Research and Innovation on Aephoria (AE4RIA). 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kristy-bartolo-753a98105/?originalSubdomain=mt
https://www.linkedin.com/in/markus-h-p-müller-20a6a082/?originalSubdomain=de
https://www.linkedin.com/in/massamba-thioye-b36ba7ba/?originalSubdomain=de
http://us.mediatenor.com/en/
https://youtu.be/WK0_wu3tehk
https://www.unsdsn.org/
https://sdsn.eu/
https://rgc.gr/
https://rgc.gr/
https://www.eaere.org/
https://www.aueb.gr/en
https://ae4ria.org/

