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European VET Excellence for Leading Sustainable Systems and Business
Transformation CATALYST

Press Release for the Hybrid 5" Project Meeting and Workshop
“Transferability potential of the CO-IN© model as an excellent way to
accelerate innovation and knowledge technology transfer”

Date: Wednesday 10™" of April — Friday 11" of April 2024

Venues: Athens University of Economics and Business (AUEB): Oktovriou 28, 10434, Athens (map) —
Room A41, Megaron Hypatia: Ipirou 2, 10433, Athens (map) & Zoom

From Wednesday 10" until Friday 12t of April 2024, Athens University of Economics and Business, supported
by Creative Thinking Development, and Sporos Circular Solutions, organized the 5™ CATALYST Project Meeting
and a 2-day workshop on at AUEB premises and Megaron Hypatia, attended by around 20 partners from 4 EU
countries (North Macedonia, Germany, Austria and Portugal) in person and 5 partners virtually.

The Project meeting took place on Wednesday 10t of April 2024 at AUEB premises. Ms. Lydia Papadaki (PhDc,
Reseacher, AUEB), Mrs Eleni Tolli (Senior Researcher, AUEB) and Dr. Ebun Akinsete (Senior Researcher, AUEB)
welcomed the participants on the 1% day. The meeting focused on the progress of project related activities,
including quality assurance, progress in preparation of a portfolio of resources and services, status quo in
preparation of training materials, and dissemination activities. Mrs Panagiota Koltsida (Researcher, AUEB),
presented the progress on the preparation of Meta Data.

Figure 1 - Day 1, Group Photo
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https://goo.gl/maps/yzb3xCYUrj4KX2RZA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/dQNjSX4yC26VAgsg8
https://www.aueb.gr/
https://www.crethidev.gr/
https://www.sporosplatform.com/
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Figure 2 - Day 1, 5th Project Meeting at AUEB

The last two days, Thursday 11" and Friday 12" April 2024, were dedicated to the Workshop on “Transferability
potential of the CO-IN© model as an excellent way to accelerate innovation and knowledge technology transfer”
that took place at Sporos Circular Solutions premises, Megaron Hypatia. The discussion centered around the
partner organisations in the CATALYST Centres, the specialisation programs, the applied research projects, the
validation of the CATALYST Program and member-only network activities. Prof. Phoebe Koundouri (Professor
Athens University of Economics and Business & Technical University of Denmark, President EAERE, Chair SDSN
Global Climate Hub, Co-chair SDSN Europe, Director AE4RIA), closed the event highlighting the role of the
CATALYST 70 courses in driving sustainability.
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Figure 4 - Day 2, Group photo

On Thursday 11 of April, CATALYST partners joined a tour around Acropolis which led to the Project Dinner at
“Omorfi Poli” in the city center of Athens.
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Figure 6 - Day 2, Tour around Acropolis
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Figure 7 - Day 3, Workshop
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Figure 8 - Day 3, Prof Koundouri closing the CATALYST workshop
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Figure 9 - Day 3, Group Photo

The CATALYST project aims to establish united Centres of Vocational Excellence (CoVEs) in five European
countries (Austria, Germany, Greece, North Macedonia, and Portugal) to support and inspire SMEs in re-thinking
and re-designing their business models for sustainability. The project focuses on upskilling professionals and
students and implementing VET trainings and joint research projects in selected sectors. The CATALYST COVE is
envisioned as a central hub and catalyst for sustainable business transformation in Europe. It lays the
groundwork for a collaborative business community that strives to achieve sustainable, resilient, and equitable
results. National CoVEs, tailored to local contexts, extend this vision, adapting offerings to meet specific regional
needs and target groups. The initiative is guided by four core values: competence, collaboration, caring, and
commitment, which underpin its mission to equip organisations and individuals with the knowledge and skills
for lasting, sustainable change. The Catalyst Cove's Unique Selling Proposition (USP) lies in offering a
comprehensive platform for sustainable business transformation at a European level. This includes a wide range
of educational courses, essential services, resources, and a network of like-minded individuals, all seamlessly
integrated into one platform. The CoVE goes beyond traditional learning, aiming to guide, connect, and
empower individuals to lead sustainable change in all aspects of their lives and careers.
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